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"By John B. Oakes

HAVANA — Fidel Castro reputedly
has-hme of the most efficient security-
polfee systems extant. Yet he is said
to cliahge his sleeping quarters every

© =~ Second of two articles

an ekception during the Carter Admin-
istration. er wasn't the 0 plan
r man’s murder, but this Admin-

t

again. .
tioned about his own record on
humai rights, Castro explosively of-
fer$-Tis special version of recent
C history. *‘Ours wag the clean-
est'9f' all revolutions,” he insists.
-““Notbne priest was taken to the wall;
not dne prisoner was murdered.”
Omftting all reference to the drum-
head' €xecutions and savage prison
sentences of the early days, Castro
does admit to the existence of hun-
dreds, of ‘‘counter-revolutionaries’”
still §étwng long terms. Among them
are the ‘plantados,” or intransi-
gents, who were originally with him,
turned against him and who report-
edly - receive especially severe ill
treatitient — which Castro furiously
denies. Nor does he speak of the
steddy trickle of political prisoners of
recent-years, jailed for ridiculing the
regime in cartoons and pamphlets or
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vaguely ‘‘defaming’’ the revolution.

However, it is not President Castro
but President Reagan who for four
years has blocked a group of several
hundred released political prisoners
from entering the United States de-
spite a long-standing American com-
mitment to ease the way. Having al-
ready rejected Castro’s Cuba and
being rejected by the United States,
they are still sloshing about Havana,
helpless and hopeless, men and
women truly without a country.

It is Castro, on the other hand, who
— infuriated by the start-up of the
Miami propaganda station Radio
Martf — has disrupted an agreement
reached with the Reagan Administra-
tion last year. Castro promised to
take back the insane and criminals he
had shipped out to Florida in 1979 and
1980; we promised to take in up to
20,000 anti-Castro Cubans a year. But
the foolishness of Radio Martf contin-
ues; and so does the impasse.

"Now Castro hopes to bolster his
prestige in the West by a visit from
the Pope next year. He attributes a
softening in his attitude toward the
church to a shift in the church’s posi-
tion as well as in his own.

“Broad segments’’ of the church
‘‘are now playing a progressive role,”’
Castro observes. ‘I see a more con-
structive  relationship  between
church and state now. We have
moved from conflict in the early days
through coexistence in recent years,
to cooperation today.”

So far, however, as a Cuban church-
man puts it, ‘“We’ve had signs but
they’re only signals.” The ‘‘signals”
include occasional favorable refer-
ences to the church on radio, TV and in
the press; promised efforts to wipe out
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job discrimination against *“believ-
ers’’; and an easier dialogue between
church- officials and the soft-spoken,
newly appointed Communist Party
chief of religious affairs, who smilingly
calis himself “‘an atheistic Christian.”’
‘“Many matters that in the past re.
quired energetic treatment,” says
this party official, ‘‘can now be dealt
with in a more relaxed manner.”
To a limited extent, the same is
true of intellectual life. The works of
a few prize-winning writers who have
fallen into. official disfavor (or jail)
have reappeared after several years’
blackout. The opening of a French
cultural center in Havana will be a
“first” for the Western democracies.
So is a public exhibition in Havana’s
City Museum of American historical
photographs of Cuba, privately ar-
ranged by a Minneapolis museum.
‘“Things are clearly easing up a bit,”
observes a European diplomat. “You
see it in cultural life, in conversation in
homes, even in the streets. It’s surpris-
ing how many bright young people are
coming up into high places in the Gov-
ernment, who aren’t weighted down by
old ideologies. True, this is a totalitar-
ian society; but it won’t necessarily al-
ways remain so.”
The American embargo has seriously

harmed the Cuban economy, but not

enough to destroy Castro. On the con-
trary, it has robbed America of much of
the influence that our economic power,
our geographic position and our natural
attraction to Cubans could exert. It has
not helped remove the Soviet warships

and Soviet freighters from Havana har-

bor. It has pushed Cuba, economically
and politically, ever further into Soviet
hands. It will never make the Cubans
cry, “Uncle!” O
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